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Captain’s Column 
Season’s greetings to all! 

It is my sad duty to inform you that our club Patron, 
R.J.Booth (Dick) has passed away. Our thoughts are 
with Jenny and his family.  Dick was part of our club’s 
history, involved from the early days with he and John 
Meredith supplying much of the early machinery used 
to establish the course. 

Dick was made a life member in 1996 and served as 
President of the club in two stints 1987-1989 and 1994-
1999 and made our Patron in 2009. He will be missed 
by many. 

At the recent club committee meeting, it was decided 
that at this time we would not be appointing a new 
Patron. This decision may be revisited in the future. In 
the past months we also lost two former club members 
Kaye Levin, past Ladies Club Captain and Max 
Stevenson past Club Captain. 

Those who have been in the clubhouse recently will 
notice that we have moved the pool table away for the 
summer; this will be reviewed after Easter as to its 
return. The popularity of the club means that space is 
at a premium during the summer. 

By Christmas we will have completed an upgrade of the 
acoustics at the club, this has been an issue for a 
number of years and using (by agreement) funds held 
on behalf of the proposed Bowling Club we are hoping 
the improvements will lower the noise levels and make 
the clubrooms a more comfortable space. The current 
wooden baffles will be replaced once the acoustic 
materials have been fixed to the ceiling as extra 
insulation and for their visual effect.  

Recently we had notification from both Masterton and 
Martinborough Golf Clubs that they have revoked the 
reciprocal rights agreement previously offered. You 
will now be required to pay full Greenfees at these two 
clubs when playing a casual round. As this agreement 
was based on reciprocity, likewise members of both 
Masterton and Martinborough playing at Riversdale 
will be required to pay the full green fee of $25. We still 
have reciprocal rights with Mahunga, Eketahuna, 
Carterton and Kapiti golf clubs, so please ensure you 
make use of these. 

 

Club Trophies – thanks to those that contacted me, I 
still need information about the following; 

 Hamish McLean Memorial Trophy 
 Ambrose Tray,  
 Ian Christopher’s Memorial Trophy – Mounted 

Revolver for Presidents v.s Captains 
 Makanui trophy 1966? Women  
 Maori Carving 

Wishing you all a safe and wonderful holiday period, 
hope to see you at the Club soon! 

Good golfing everyone, 

Karen Barbour (Club Captain) 

Office Chit-Chat 
I am pleased to say that the major tech project is well 
underway and proving successful thus far. Our 
membership renewals are nearly complete (if you 
haven’t paid your subs, please contact the office to 
arrange this), and the new accounting system is making 
administration processes much smoother. 

The scanners are now in place on the bar, so please 
ensure you carry your new membership card with you 
when using the clubhouse. The barcode on this card 
unlocks your discounted member rate, so it is 
important that you scan it when ordering a drink! 

Did you know, you can also download an App on your 
smartphone to store your card details in? I recommend 
one called Stocard, it is very simple to set up and means 
that you can just scan the barcode on your phone 
screen rather than carrying your physical membership 
card. 

Moving into our busy summer period, we will be using 
our new tee booking system “Book and Play Golf”. This 
system enables both members and visitors to book 
online (and pay greenfees where applicable). Please 
visit https://www.bookandplaygolf.com/ and work 
through the steps. Remember to book your tee time to 
avoid disappointment, as the course can get very busy 
during this time. 

We will also have the office staffed over the summer 
holiday period from 26 Dec through to 5 January. Ben 
is joining us this year to assist you with any queries or 
needs you may have. He is also able to make bookings  
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on your behalf in the system, so please don’t hesitate 
to give him a call on the club phone number or pop in 
to see him. 

Finally, I just wanted to say thank you for the support 
and feedback received over the past year. There have 
been a lot of changes, but I believe they are positive 
and I’ve appreciated your patience while we’ve been 
working through the upgrades. 

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! 

Bec O’Neale (Club Manager) 

Clubhouse Hours 
Moving into summer, the bar will be extending 
opening hours and we will also have additional dates 
for catering. Please see below for details; 

Christmas Day – Closed 

26 Dec through to 20 January – Open every day 4pm 

Meals available every Friday as usual, with additional 
dates of Thursday 2 January, and Saturday 11 
January. 

On the Green 
The grass is growing very quickly at the moment and 
the course is in spectacular condition. The rough has 
recently been mowed for the summer season, and the 
greens cored and sanded. This has made the greens a 
little slow but they will speed up soon. The sand 
buckets are back, please use for all divots. Pitch marks 
are still a problem so it would be appreciated if 
members could repair any damage you see, not just 
your own. 

The extension to the green for hole 7/16 is coming on 
well and should be in full play soon. 

Unfortunately, the large macracarpa tree behind the 
9th tee has developed a large and dangerous split so will 
need to be removed before it falls over. 

The course committee is currently working on a long 
term tree planting and management plan to make sure 
we get the best balance as we replace some of the aged 
trees with new ones. We will share this with members 
early next year.  

Happy Golfing! 

Dates to Note 
14 December  Christmas Cheer 
   (RBGC Playing Members only) 

15 December  AGM 
   (All Welcome) 

2 January  Annual Fancy Dress Ambrose 

4 January  RBSLSC Fish Auction 

8 January  RBSLSC Quiz Night (tickets  
  from Surf Lifesaving Club) 

10 January Junior Open Tournament 

11 January  Club Competition starts 

20 January  Ratepayers AGM 

1 February Clubhouse Closed (private event) 

8/9 February Men’s 54 Hole Tournament 

Tournaments 
Many thanks to all that have participated in the 
tournaments over the past year. We have seen some 
exciting results, and a full field at the Women's Open! 
It was great to see so many visitors enjoying 
themselves along with our members. How about we 
accept the challenge and aim to make the Men’s Open 
a roaring success too?! 

There will be a few changes next year with prizes in 
some tournaments, but it will be balanced. We have 
taken into account feedback from our members, and 
are sure that the new formats will work well. 

One major change you will notice is that the June 
Stroke Play will no longer be an event on our calendar. 
This is due to falling numbers and limited interest. The 
cups will be repurposed, with the suggestion of the 
Men’s trophy to be used as a Riversdale Beach member 
only prize at the Men’s Open in February. 

Please do not hesitate to approach the tournament 
committee if you have any ideas that will enhance 
tournaments going forward. 

Match 
Thanks to all who participated in matches this year, we 
have seen some great golf played and had lots of fun 
along the way. 
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Congratulations to the winners of the Pacific Gold 
Shoot Out. Cindy Giles took out first prize for the 
women and Shorty Johnston for the men. This must be 
one of the most fiercely contested competitions held 
throughout the year and we are grateful for the 
continued support from Cec and Gus Blithe as 
sponsors. We apologise for the late date change of this 
event, as it once again clashed with the Women’s 
Champion of Champions (this date is set late in the year 
by Wellington Golf). Moving forward, the committee 
have resolved that the Shootout final will now be 
played on a Sunday to avoid having to alter dates again. 

Congratulations also to all the below winners; 

Senior Men – Daryl Moss 

Intermediate Men – Daniel Ingham 

Junior Men – Norm (Shorty) Johnston 

Ladies Silver – Jo Hargood 

Bronze Ladies – Cindy Giles 

Bronze II Ladies – Cate Thomson 

Mens 4BBB – Simon Kerr/Nigel Gordon-Crosby 

Ladies 4BBB – Penny Stonyer/Jo-Anne Loe 

Mixed 4BBB – Cindy Giles/Gary Herrick 

Vets – Simon Kerr 

See you all in 2020! 

Social Media 
Just a reminder to make sure you follow us on 
Facebook – we post event reminders and competition 
results on here so it is a good way to keep up current 
news www.facebook.com/RiversdaleBeachGolfClub. 

We are now also on Instagram under Riversdale Beach 
Golf Club. Search us and follow to keep in the loop, feel 
free to tag too! 

If you get any good photos while you are out and about 
on the Course, please feel free to send them on to 
Roger at epeople@xtra.co.nz. We always love seeing 
your snaps. 

 

 

 

That’s all folks, we look forward to seeing 

you at the club soon! RBGC 


